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Key Enforcement 
Components 
Building Inspections 
◦ Permits and related 

construction

Environmental Inspection
◦ Protected vegetation
◦ Erosion and Sediment Control

Zoning Inspections
◦Use of Land
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Building Inspections –
City Planning
Enforces the Virginia Construction Code for 
“new construction”

Regulates and inspects properties under 
permits

Issues stop work orders and violation 
notices for work without permits

Investigates complaints of “work without 
permits”

Permit 
required?
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Permit 
required?

NO

NO

NO

Yes

Environmental Inspections
Enforces Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Area regulations

Enforces State regulations for 
Erosion and Sediment Control
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Zoning Enforcement
Enforces the location Zoning Ordinance requirements
◦ Use of land

◦ Location of structures/Property line issues

◦ Height of buildings

◦ Signs

Zoning Ordinance
Local land use regulations passed by City 
Council used to protect “Health, Safety, Welfare 
and Morality” as determined by the City 
Council

Things that need zoning approval:
◦ Fences, sheds, etc. on corner or through lots

◦ Building permits

◦ Business licenses, including home occupations

◦ Signs
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Questions
Planning@norfolk.gov

City Planning Department 
customer service:
◦ 757-664-4752
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