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Architectural Review Board Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 4:00PM Norfolk 

City Hall, 810 Union Street, 11th Floor 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Meeting Minutes:   
a. January 5, 2026 

IV. Consent Agenda 
A. Certificate of Appropriateness 

a. COA #26-00352 – 429 York Street – Replace asbestos siding with fiber cement lap 
siding. 

B. Design Review 
a. DR #26-00350 – 424 W 21st Street – Install blade sign related to an encroachment. 

V. Continued Applications 
a. COA #25-00327 – 814 Graydon Avenue – Replace windows on south and west 

elevations. 
b. COA #25-00260 – 730 W Princess Anne Road - After-the-fact removal of front porch 

and to construct replacement porch. 

VI. Certificate of Appropriateness 

VII. Application(s) Determination of Architectural Appropriateness 

VIII. Recommendation(s) to City Planning Commission 
a. DR #26-00348 – 2350 Berkley Avenue Extension – Modify material palette for 

community stage. 

IX. Discussion 
a. 601 E Freemason Street – After-the-fact construction of rear fence. 
b. 601 E Freemason Street – Proposed site modifications which includes a driveway, 

garden shed, and metal fence. 

X. Public Comments 

XI. Staff Updates 

XII. New Business  
A. Officer Slate 

a. Chair 



Next two ARB meetings: February 10, 2026 & February 24, 2026 
City Hall Building, City Council Chamber 11th floor / 810 Union St, Norfolk, Virginia 23510 

Ph. (757) 664-4752 / Fax (757) 441-1569 
 

 

 

b. Vice-Chair 
c. Public Arts Commission, ARB Representative 

XIII. Old Business  

XIV. Adjourn  
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Date: January 20, 2026 

To: Norfolk Architectural Review Board 
 City of Norfolk Virginia 

From:  Elizabeth Nowak, Historic 
Preservation Officer - Historic Preservation  

Subject: #26-00352 COA to replace asbestos 
siding with fiber cement lap siding 

Ward/Superward: 2 (Doyle)/6 (McGee) 

Recommendation: Approval 

 

Location of 429 York Street

 

Approved:  
Elizabeth Nowak 
Historic Preservation Officer 

 

#26-00352 Certificate of Appropriateness Report 

I. Property Address: 429 York Street 

II. Applicant Information 
Applicant: Morgan Wells 
Property Owner: Robin A. Yeuell 

III. District Information 
Historic District: West Freemason Historic District 
 Contributing/Noncontributing: Contributing 
Period of Significance: 1790-1972 
Date of Structure: c.1910(NR)/1910 (AIR) 
Architectural Style: Italian Renaissance Revival 
Architect: n/a 

  

Agenda
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IV. Project Description 
The applicant proposes replacing asbestos shingle siding located on the rear/south elevation 
of the east tower of the York Apartments building. This is the only elevation that retains 
asbestos shingles. It is believed that asbestos siding was removed from the west tower and 
the other elevations of the east tower in a large-scale rehabilitation of the building in 2002. 

In place of the asbestos shingles, the applicant proposes installing James Hardie fiber 
cement lap siding in Arctic White. The proposed finish is the James Hardie “Cedarmill,” 
which is a textured pattern to appear like rough sawn wood. The boards will be 8.25-inches 
wide. The applicant states this will match the siding that was installed on the other 
elevations of the penthouse story. 

V. Relevant Guidelines and Plans 

2.1 Substitute Materials 
3. Replacement of poor quality original materials. 
4. Code-requirement changes. 

2.3 Exterior Wals and Trim—Wood  
10. Asbestos siding should be retained and repaired if possible, as asbestos is hazardous 

only when disturbed. “Faux” asbestos siding is available for cracked pieces or 
damaged sections. If full-scale removal is necessary, the original siding material 
should be used, if other than asbestos, once the asbestos has been properly 
removed. 

VI. Public Outreach 
The applicant contacted the Freemason Street Area Association on January 9, 2026. As of 
January 13, 2026, Staff has not received a letter of comment from Freemason Street Area 
Association regarding the application.  

VII. Evaluation and Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of the application as submitted. 

The 2012 Historic District Design Guidelines do not address the repair or replacement of 
asbestos shingles. Their use as residential siding occurred for only a few decades and was 
not widespread in West Freemason. The 1910 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map 
indicates only that the building is concrete construction with a brick veneer and that it had a 
composition roof; there are no notations that suggest it historically had asbestos shingles on 
the fourth story. As the remainder of the penthouse has been resided with lap fiber cement 
siding, it is Staff’s opinion that residing this final elevation with fiber cement siding will not 
detract from the design or overall material integrity of the building.  

While it would be more appropriate for this upper story to be finished with stucco or a 
similar masonry finish, the existing lap siding has been in place for at least 20 years and, as 
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previously stated, does not detract from the Italian Renaissance Revival style of the building. 
The major character-defining qualities of this building remain intact, including the masonry 
construction, quoins, and ornate entrance fronting York Street. Typically, Staff would 
recommend a smooth lap siding as it is a better approximation of painted wood siding, 
however, Staff’s opinion is that consistency of material is more appropriate and the height of 
this location will make the difference in texture difficult to discern. 
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VIII. Site Photographs 

 
Location of 429 York Street Pictometry, 2025. 

 
Rear elevation with asbestos siding that will be replaced, December 2025. 

IX. Material Information 
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Date: January 20, 2026 

To: Norfolk Architectural Review Board 
 City of Norfolk Virginia 

From:  Faith Hamman, City Planner II - 
Historic Preservation 

Subject: #26-00350 DR to install blade sign 
related to an encroachment 

Ward/Superward: 2 (Doyle)/6 (McGee) 

Recommendation: Approval 

 

Location of 424 W 21st Street

 

Approved:  
Elizabeth Nowak 
Historic Preservation Officer 

 

#26-00350 Design Review Report Without Development Certificate 

I. Property Address: 424 W 21st Street 

II. Applicant Information 
Applicant: André McLaughlin 
Property Owner: Marmad LLC 

III. District Information 
Relevant Documents: N/A 
Civic League: N/A 
Date of Structure: 1950 (AIR) 
Historic District: N/A 

Contributing/Noncontributing: N/A 
Zoning: C-C (Community-Commercial)  

  

Agenda
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IV. Project Description 
The applicant proposes installing an externally illuminated blade sign. The sign will 
measure 30-inches tall and 30-inches wide. The sign will read “Andre’ Julius” in a script 
font on the first line, and "Custom Suits & Tuxedos” in a sans serif font on the second 
line. The sign will be mounted into the existing stone veneer using a 30-inch Montamar 
lighted bracket pair. The total signage area is 6.25 square feet, and the sign will have a 
ground clearance of 10 feet and 10 inches. 

V. Evaluation and Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of the proposed illuminated blade sign. The sign is 
compatible in size and character and is slightly smaller than the other blade signs on the 
400 block of W 21st Street. It will not obscure any significant architectural features and 
will be mounted into mortar joints. 

VI. Site Photographs 

 
Location of 424 W 21st Street. Pictometry, 2025. 
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Site photo of 424 W 21st Street. November 2025, Google Streetview. 

VII. Sign Drawings 

 
Proposed sign face.  
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Proposed sign face and lighted bracket.  
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Rendering of 424 W 21st Street with proposed sign with clearance of sign. 



 

6 of 7 

 
Rendering of 424 W 21st Street with proposed sign. 
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VIII. Material Information 

 
Proposed brackets. 
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Date: January 20, 2026 

To: Norfolk Architectural Review Board 
 City of Norfolk Virginia 

From:  Faith Hamman, City Planner II - 
Historic Preservation 

Subject: #25-99 COA to replace windows. 

Ward/Superward: 2 (Doyle)/6 (McGee) 

Recommendation: Approval 

 

Location of 814 Graydon Avenue.

 

Approved:  
Elizabeth Nowak 
Historic Preservation Officer 

 

#25-99 Certificate of Appropriateness Report 

I. Property Address: 814 Graydon Avenue 

II. Applicant Information 
Applicant: Mary Goldburg and Robyn Thomas 
Property Owner: Mary K Goldburg Revocable Trust 

III. District Information 
Historic District: Ghent Historic District 
 Contributing/Noncontributing: Contributing 
Period of Significance: 1897-1929 
Date of Structure: 1912 (NR) 
Architectural Style: Other (NR) 
Architect: N/A 

  

Agenda
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IV. Project Description 
An application for the replacement of nine wood windows with new solid wood windows 
was reviewed by the Architectural Review Board on December 15th, 2025. The board split 
the application into two parts: Part A (replacement of two non-original windows, removal of 
metal wrap) and Part B (replacement of historic wood windows). Part A was approved at 
that meeting, and Part B was continued until further details of the conditions of the 
windows and feasibility of their repair are provided. 

The applicant is proposing to replace four windows on the second floor, three on the south 
elevation and one on the west elevation. A window inventory and an annotated window 
assessment have been provided.  

Based on the inventory and assessment, the paint, bottom rail, meeting rail, rails, and stiles 
are in poor condition. The applicant notes localized water damage with evidence of past 
repairs and splitting on the rails that cannot be stabilized for a lasting joint. The sills, jambs, 
and muntins are in fair condition, and the glass is in good condition, though glazing putty is 
failing.  

The proposed replacement units are from the Pella Reserve Traditional Hung Window line. 
These are solid wood windows that arrive primed for painting on the exterior. The new 
windows will have the same six-over-six light configuration as the existing windows with 
Pella’s Integral Light Technology grilles (a simulated-divided light window with an interior 
spacer bar) with putty glaze and ogee-profile grilles.  

In-kind replacement of materials and features are typically exempt from review; this 
proposal, however, includes slight deviations in the dimensions of the grille profile, jambs, 
rails, and sill and are simulated-divided lights (SDLs). 

Component Existing Proposed Difference 

Grille profile ¾ inch ⁵⁄₈ inch -⅛ 

Upper Jamb/Lower Jamb 1 ¾ inch 1 ⁷⁄₁₆ inch -⁵⁄₁₆ 

Upper Rail 1 ¼ inch 1 15⁄₁₆ inch +11⁄₁₆ 

Check Rail 1 ⅜ inch 1 ⁷⁄₁₆ inch +1⁄₁₆ 

Bottom Rail 3 ¼ inch 3 inches -1⁄₄ 

Subsill 1 ¾ inch 1 ⅛ inch -⁵⁄₈ 
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V. Relevant Guidelines and Plans 
2.4 Windows and Doors 

1. Preserve and retain historic windows and doors, including surrounding elements 
such as transoms and sidelights, shutters, and decorative lintels or sills. 

4. Repair original materials whenever possible by removing damaged areas and 
patching them with a material similar in texture, color, composition and strength.  

5. If a window is damaged beyond repair or is missing, documentation of its condition 
must be provided. Wholesale replacement of windows is not appropriate. If a 
window or windows must be replaced, it should be replaced with one matching the 
original in design, material, size, depth of reveal, muntin configuration and profile, 
detail, and color of glass and glazing. It should be a true divided-light window. 
Insulated glass may be considered when it meets the above criteria.  

6. Vinyl replacement windows are not appropriate. 
10. Do not wrap wooden window and door trim with synthetic materials. 

 
VI. Public Outreach 

The applicant contacted the Ghent Neighborhood League on January 7, 2026. As of January 
13, 2026, Staff has not received a letter of comment from Ghent Neighborhood League 
regarding the application.  

VII. Evaluation and Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of the application to replace four wood windows, as submitted. 

The guidelines recommend repair and retention of historic windows; replacement may be 
appropriate when repair is not feasible. When replacement is necessary, the windows 
should closely match the original in design, materials, muntin configuration, and detailing.  

In Staff’s opinion, the applicant has provided sufficient documentation that indicates that 
the condition of the four existing historic windows warrants replacement. The submitted 
inventory and assessment indicate localized water damage and evidence of past repairs, 
specifically the addition of metal flashing over the original wood sill, which is now in poor 
condition. While certain components, such as muntins or glazing putty, could be repaired, 
the assessment indicates there was never a concealed sill flashing pan. This absence likely 
contributed to water intrusion issues, and the attempted correction using the current metal 
pan has failed. The failure of past repairs has created vulnerabilities in the building envelope 
that this proposal will help address.  

The proposed replacement wood window is consistent with the guidelines. Slight 
dimensional variations in the proposed window components will be minimally noticeable, 
given the locations on the second floor. Given the failure of past repairs, the current 
conditions, and the near match of the proposed replacement window, Staff believes 
replacement is supportable and preserves integrity of the building. The building currently 
has a mix of window types, with the majority being vinyl replacements. Using wood to 
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replace existing wood windows is an appropriate material choice and a preferable 
alternative to vinyl. 

Staff recommend approval as submitted. 
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VIII. Site Photographs 

 
Location of 814 Graydon Avenue. Pictometry, 2025.

 

Site photo of 814 Graydon Avenue. Taken by Staff, 11/06/2025. 
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1997 Survey photograph, North Ghent National Register Nomination. 

 
Site photo of 814 Graydon Avenue. Taken by Staff, 11/06/2025. 
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IX. Window Inventory and Assessment 

 
Floor plans with each window location and material noted. Windows W1, W2, W3, and W4 on 

the second floor are proposed for replacement.  
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Window Inventory with descriptive information and component assessment. 
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Comment from applicant: “It appears that the metal sill flashing was installed sometime after 
the original windows was installed – see attached fasteners in attached photo – this suggests 
that there was no original concealed sill flashing pan. Which suggests that a water intrusion 

issue was discovered and correct by an “exposed pan” – to correct this installation the window 
frame would need to be pulled out, and a new pan installed.” 
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Window Assessment: W1, second floor, south facing. 
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Window Assessment: W2, second floor, south facing. 
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Window Assessment: W3, second floor, south facing. 
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Window Assessment: W4, second floor, west facing. 
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X. Material Information 

 
Proposed replacement window: Pella Reserve Traditional Hung Window line. 
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Dimensions of the existing and proposed jambs, rails, and subsill. 
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Dimensions of the existing and proposed grille profile. 



 

17 of 22 

 
Window section. 
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XI. Additional Photographs of Windows 

 
Existing window trim. 

 
Existing window sill with metal wrap. 
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Windows on second and third floors on side elevation proposed for replacement. 

 

 
Window proposed for replacement located on front elevation.  
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Window proposed for replacement located on front elevation.  

 

 
Window proposed for replacement located on front elevation.  
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Window proposed for replacement located on front elevation.  

 

 
Window proposed for replacement located on front elevation.  
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Window proposed for replacement located on front elevation.  

 

 
Window proposed for replacement located on front elevation.  
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Date: January 20, 2026 

To: Norfolk Architectural Review Board 
 City of Norfolk Virginia 

From:  Faith Hamman, City Planner II - 
Historic Preservation, and Elizabeth Nowak, 
Historic Preservation Officer 

Subject: 25-48 After-the-fact COA to remove 
porch; COA to reconstruct front porch with 
a second-story deck, and repairs. 

Ward/Superward: 2 (Doyle)/6 (McGee) 

Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
 

Location of 730 W Princess Anne Road

 

Approved:  
Elizabeth Nowak 
Historic Preservation Officer 

 

#25-48 Certificate of Appropriateness Report 

I. Property Address: 730 W Princess Anne Road 

II. Applicant Information 
Applicant: Obaid Jafri 
Property Owner: Obaid & Shazia Jafri  

III. District Information 
Historic District: Ghent Historic District 
 Contributing/Noncontributing: Contributing 
Period of Significance: 1897-1929 
Date of Structure: 1910 (NR)/1918 (AIR) 
Architectural Style: Colonial Revival  
Architect: N/A 

  

Agenda
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IV. Project Description 
In early 2025, the applicant removed the front porch roof, porch posts, and porch railing 
without obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) or any other necessary permits, 
stating the removal was an emergency due to safety concerns. The applicant told Staff that a 
contractor had gone out to the property to assess the porch to plan for repairs when they 
observed the porch actively separating from the house and the porch was subsequently 
removed due to concern of collapse. The applicant is requesting an after-the-fact approval 
for the porch removal and a COA for the following proposed work: construction of a 
replacement porch roof with a second-story deck, repair of the existing brick steps, and 
repair of wood shake siding. 

Note: Section 2.4.10.B(2)(b) of the Zoning Ordinance permits emergency repairs 
to buildings or structures to be made when the damage is caused by fire, flood, 
or other natural or similar event beyond the control of the landowner and an 
application is submitted within 30 days of the event creating the need for the 
emergency repairs. The poor condition of the porch which led to its removal was 
the result of deferred maintenance, not any natural disaster or other event 
outside the landowner’s control. The property owner was cited by the 
Department of Neighborhood Development for property maintenance violations 
and by Department of Planning for the zoning violation on March 21, 2025. 

This application was presented to the board at the May 19, 2025 Architectural Review Board 
meeting. The board continued the application as neither the applicant or his representative 
were present. The board requested additional information to be provided when the 
application moved forward: 

 Detailed drawings of the proposed replacement porch within the context of the 
house, showing the design, dimensions, materials, columns and pilasters, section, 
railings, and steps. 

 Consideration of restoring the window where the second-story door is. 
 Details regarding drainage. 
 More documentation of the existing porch conditions (additional photographs). 

 
Available photographs from the Tax Assessor’s Office indicate that the porch had been 
altered. The removed porch posts and railing were non-historic replacements, and porch 
roof alterations and railing installation occurred at some point to allow the porch roof to 
function as a front deck. The general proportions of the frieze board appear to be the same 
or similar as the one seen in the historic photograph, however, the quality of the image 
makes it difficult to confirm whether the historic entablature survived or if what had been 
removed was a replacement. The photographs also indicate that the door on the second 
story had previously been a double-hung window. The visible windows on the front of the 
building have all been replaced. 
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The applicant proposes to reconstruct the porch roof and install four Tuscan columns with 
matching Tuscan pilasters to support a flat roof that will serve as the base for a second story 
deck. The columns will be the 10-inch diameter Endura-Series Composite Architectural 
Columns, that will wrap a 6-inch by 6-inch structural post within the Tuscan column shell. 
Each column will include a simple square plinth base. The porch railing will have square 
wood balusters, a rectangular base rail, and a rounded wood top handrail. For the porch 
ceiling, the applicant is considering either wood tongue-and-grove boards or beadboard. 
The applicant has indicated that the existing wood floor will be repaired and finished with 
paint.  

A flat porch roof is proposed that is similar to the previous and will support the second-story 
deck. EPDM roofing will be installed as the underlayment for the deck base. In email 
correspondence, the applicant indicated that the wood decking boards will be installed 
perpendicular to the house, although the submitted drawings show them parallel. The 
second-story deck railing will be a simple balustrade with square balusters and rails. Wood 
posts will be capped with decorative pyramid-style wood caps. It is noted on the submitted 
drawings that the preferred material for all components is wood but also says “alternative 
materials such as Azek may be used only where they replicate the appearance of paint [sic.] 
wood and support the historic character.” 

The damaged brick steps will be repaired with matching brick. The stair railing will match the 
porch railing design: square wood balusters, a rectangular base rail, and a rounded wood 
top handrail. For the repair or replacement of shake shingles that clad the second story of 
the house, the applicant will use Western Red Cedar shake shingles, which will be painted. 

No additional exterior lighting is proposed.  

V. Relevant Guidelines and Plans 
 
2.3 Exterior Walls and Trim: Wood 

2. Because wood is widely available, it should be used for repair or replacement. 
Synthetic materials such as asbestos, aluminum and vinyl products are not 
appropriate in the historic districts.  

3. Replace types of wood siding on a building, or section of a building with the same 
type of siding such as German siding for German siding, or fish scale shingles for fish 
scale shingles. 

2.5 Porches, Balconies and Entrances 
1. Preserve and retain the historic porches, balconies, and entrances. Repair 

components of these areas rather than replacing the material whenever possible, 
including tongue and groove flooring, beaded board ceilings, trim, railings, columns, 
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steps, balustrades, soffits, brackets, fascia and skirt boards and other ornamental 
details. 

5. If a previously existing porch, balcony or entrance is missing, it should be 
reconstructed with appropriate materials in the same design as the original. 
Documentation should be provided in order to ensure its historical accuracy.  

9. Do not introduce, recreate or alter porch or balcony features that would create a 
false historical appearance. Sufficient historical documentation such as photographs 
or physical evidence, is required to introduce, recreate or alter such features. 

VI. Public Outreach 
The applicant contacted the Ghent Neighborhood League on January 12, 2026. As of 
January 12, 2026, Staff has not received a letter of comment from Ghent Neighborhood 
League regarding the application. Staff has received a letter of complaint from the adjacent 
condominium association requesting information regarding the condition of the property. 

VII. Evaluation and Recommendation 
In Staff’s opinion, this proposal is generally consistent with the City of Norfolk Local Historic 
Design Guidelines and recommends approval with conditions.   

The applicant cited safety concerns for the removal of the porch roof. Available Google 
Streetview images indicate that the porch had been deteriorating for some time. Given the 
available photographs and the description provided by the applicant, Staff agrees that the 
porch was likely in an unsafe condition. Demolition is not always an appropriate remedy for 
poor conditions, and the design guidelines recommend repair and maintenance to preserve 
historic porches; however, historical evidence indicates that character-defining elements of 
the porch (such as the columns, railing, and porch roof) were non-historic. Given these facts, 
Staff recommends approval of the porch roof removal after-the-fact. 

The 1940s Tax Assessor photograph shows round columns supporting the porch. The most 
recent porch columns were square; the applicant proposes to use composite Tuscan 
columns. Staff finds that Tuscan columns are appropriate for the new porch, as historical 
evidence indicates the original columns were round. Using Tuscan columns will not create a 
false sense of history, given sufficient documentation to support recreating the round 
column. The use of composite material for the replacement columns is appropriate, as it is 
not replacing original wood columns. Staff finds the proposed 10” diameter of the columns 
to be appropriate for proportions of the porch.  

The applicant proposes to install a new wood balustrade that is similar to the historic railing. 
This approach is appropriate in both the design and materials and does not create a false 
sense of history, as sufficient documentation supports recreating the wood balustrade. For 
the porch ceiling, the applicant is considering two options: tongue-and-groove boards or 
beadboard. Staff recommends beadboard, as it is the traditional material historically used 
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for porch ceilings. Staff also recommends that both the wood balustrade and beadboard be 
painted. 

In-kind repair of the porch flooring is also consistent with the design guidelines. If the 
existing flooring cannot be repaired, the applicant has not identified a specific replacement 
material. The guidelines recommend in-kind materials but also permit the use of synthetic 
materials, such as Trex, given the performance of modern wood in that application.  

At the meeting on May 19, 2025, the applicant’s proposal included a front porch design that 
did not include the previously existing second-story deck. The board expressed concerns 
regarding the retention of the second-story door, both in safety and efficiency related to the 
repairs of wood shingles. The applicant now proposes to reconstruct the second-story deck. 
Staff believes that this is appropriate, as the deck was a previously existing feature and the 
window-to-door conversion remains in place. Other historic houses on the 700 block of 
West Princess Anne Road also have railings on porch roofs. The proposed simple wood 
railing design and post cap for the second-story deck are appropriate and will be considered 
a contemporary alteration, however, documentation regarding the deck flooring orientation 
is inconsistent. Staff recommends that the deck flooring be installed perpendicular to the 
house.  

The proposed repair of the porch steps will be completed in-kind. The installation of new 
wood handrails that match the porch railing is also appropriate.  

With the removal of the porch and as part of a larger rehabilitation scope, the applicant 
proposes to replace missing and damaged shingles on the house with new cedar shake 
shingles. The applicant will use #1 Grade 24-inch Western Red Cedar Hand-Split Shakes, 
which are an acceptable replacement material for the type of shingle on the house. Staff 
recommends that the new shingles be finished with either paint or stain.  

General note on materiality: The plans submitted by the applicant identify wood for most of 
the porch materials but there is also the previously mentioned note that indicates 
alternative materials such as Azek might be used. Staff recommends wood for porch 
elements, per the Historic District Design Guidelines, however, the guidelines do allow for 
alternative materials like Azek for porch elements. To clarify the plans the applicant 
submitted, Staff recommends Condition 4: if an alternative material is selected for any porch 
components, product details must be submitted for review. 

Lastly, Staff is recommending a condition that this COA expires after one year. Unless 
stipulated in the COA, COAs expire after two years. The poor condition of this property has 
persisted for almost a year and it must be remedied in a timely fashion.  

Staff recommends approval of the after-the-fact removal of the porch roof, reconstruction of 
front porch with a second-story deck, and repairs with the following conditions: 

1. New wood shingles shall be finished with either paint or stain. 



 

6 of 22 

2. The wood balustrades on the porch and the second story shall be painted.  
3. Should repair of the existing floorboards be infeasible, wood, Trex, or a similar synthetic 

product to Trex of dimensions matching the historic flooring may be used to replace the 
porch flooring following review of the product information by Staff.  

4. Wood shall be the primary materials for porch components; if an alternative material is 
proposed in lieu of any wood feature as shown on the plans, product information shall 
be submitted for Staff review and approval before use. 

5. The porch ceiling shall be beadboard and painted. 
6. The flooring for the second-story deck shall run perpendicular to the building. 
7. The Certificate of Appropriateness shall expire one (1) year after the date of 

Architectural Review Board approval.  

VIII. Site Photographs 

 
Location of 730 W Princess Anne Road. Pictometry, 2024. 
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Site photo of 730 W Princess Anne Road, prior to removal of front porch. 

 

 
Site photo of 730 W Princess Anne Road, after removal of porch. Taken by Staff, 4/7/2025. 
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Site photo of 730 W Princess Anne Road. Taken by Staff, 11/21/2025. 

 

 
Site photo of 730 W Princess Anne Road. Taken by Staff, 11/21/2025. 
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Site photo of 730 W Princess Anne Road. Taken by Staff, 11/21/2025. 

 

 
Site photo of 730 W Princess Anne Road. Taken by Staff, 11/21/2025. 
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Tax Assessor Photograph of 730 W Princess Anne Road, c. 1940s. 
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IX. Google Streetview Images 

 
Google Streetview image, May 2012. 

 
Google Streetview image, May 2019. 
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Google Streetview image, September 2022. 

 

Google Streetview image, July 2023. 
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X. Elevations 

 

Proposed porch reconstruction. 
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Overhead view of porch. 
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Framing details for second floor deck. 
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Side elevation of proposed porch and second floor deck reconstruction. 
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Front elevation of proposed porch and second floor deck reconstruction. 
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XI. Material Information 

 
Endura-Stone Column Specifications – 10-inch diameter. 
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Endura-Stone Column Specifications – 10-inch diameter. 
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Endura-Stone Column Specifications – 10-inch diameter. 
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Proposed wood cap for second-floor deck. 
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Proposed shake shingles for siding repair. 
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Date: January 20, 2026 

To: Norfolk Architectural Review Board 
 City of Norfolk Virginia 

From:  Elizabeth Nowak, Historic 
Preservation Officer - Historic Preservation  

Subject: #26-00348 DR to modify material 
palette for community stage 

Ward/Superward: 4 (Paige)/7 (Clanton) 

Recommendation: Approval 

 

Location of 2350 Berkley Avenue.

 

Approved:  
Elizabeth Nowak 
Historic Preservation Officer 

 

#26-00348 Design Review Report Without Development Certificate 

I. Property Address: 2350 Berkley Avenue – Richard A. Tucker Memorial Library 

II. Applicant Information 
Applicant: Work Program Architects 
Property Owner: City of Norfolk 

III. District Information 
Relevant Documents: NFK2050, plaNorfolk2030 
Civic League: N/A 
Date of Structure: N/A 
Historic District: N/A 

Contributing/Noncontributing: N/A 
Zoning: IN – Institutional  

  

Agenda
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IV. Project Description 
In August 2025, a proposal to construct an outdoor stage at the Richard A. Tucker Memorial 
Library was recommended for approval by the Architectural Review Board and the City 
Planning Commission. The material palette for the stage consisted of a honed-face garnet-
colored CMU, treated lumber, and metal that were compatible with the materials and colors 
of the library. 

The contractor is unable to source the selected CMU—York Building Products Gemstone line 
in Claret—due to current lead times and the project timeline. To preserve the previously 
exhibited and approved color palette, a ground-face CMU in a matching red has been 
identified and is proposed as a replacement material. The color of the concrete is a near 
perfect match, however, the finish and aggregate are different. There is no discernible 
difference when rendering the material change in design software and likely will have only a 
few visual differences when seen from afar, however, there would be a difference up close 
when construction is completed.  

V. Relevant Plans, Pattern Books, and Design Guidelines  

NFK2050: Celebrating Our Community:  
Goal 2 
9. Invest in programs, such as Neighbors Building Neighborhoods, that build capacity 

and social capital among residents to work together to identify and mobilize the 
positive attributes of their neighborhood (assets), invest through improvements to 
their homes and neighborhood blocks, and position them as excellent places to live. 

Goal 3 
2. Sustain and equitably expand public art opportunities in every neighborhood. 

Goal 4 
11. Support Norfolk Parks & Recreation’s efforts to increase programming for youth and 

seniors. 

plaNorfolk2030: Chapter 10: Enjoying Daily Life 
Daily Life Goal 1. Provide Norfolk residents with a rich variety of parks and recreational 
opportunities. 

Outcome DL1.1. Varity of recreational programs and facilities at convenient 
locations. 

Daily Life Goal 2. Provide the residents of Norfolk and the region with a variety of 
cultural opportunities. 

Outcome DL2.1. Libraries that provide access to information for all residents, and 
support lifelong learning, cultural enrichment, and intellectual stimulation.  
Outcome DL2.2. A variety of cultural and entertainment opportunities. 
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VI. Public Outreach 

The applicant has collaborated with the Campostella Civic League and the Campostella 
Heights Civic League on the design of the community stage. As of July 28, 2025, Staff 
received a letter of support from the Campostella Civic League and the Campostella Heights 
Civic League regarding the application in summer 2025.  

VII. Evaluation and Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of the requested change of material with a condition. 

The new performance area and stage, which were proposed before the adoption of 
NFK2050, meet Daily Life Goals identified in plaNorfolk2030 and meet goals included in the 
recently adoptedNFK2050. These goals include providing a variety of recreational programs 
and facilities at convenient locations, as well as offering residents cultural and 
entertainment opportunities.  

The applicant has worked with the Southside community on the design of the performance 
area. The stage design draws inspiration from the Richard A. Tucker Memorial Library and 
Southside Aquatics Center, incorporating the sloped shed roof form and drawing on similar 
material, color, and finish to the buildings on site.  

While a honed face typically presents a more polished aesthetic, in Staff’s opinion the 
proposed ground face CMU maintains the overall feel of the approved material palette and 
may provide a stronger contrast to the wood proposed for the stage canopy than the more 
mottled look of the original CMU. A honed face on CMU is more durable than a ground face 
and Staff has spoken with the applicant about whether any other honed-face CMU products 
are available in a timeframe that would meet the project timeline. The applicant is currently 
working on researching options.  

As the applicant continues to research and as Staff believes that the proposed replacement 
material is compatible with the overall development of the Richard A. Tucker Memorial 
Library campus and will not detract from the original design, Staff recommends approval 
with a condition that confirmation is provided that no other honed face options are 
available. Timely completion of this project is critical to providing this amenity space for the 
Southside community and program planning for 2026. 

Staff recommends approval with the following condition: 

1. The applicant shall research and confirm with City Staff that no other similarly colored, 
honed-faced CMU is available to complete the project within the established project 
timeline. 
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VIII. Site Photographs 

 
Location of 2350 Berkley Avenue. Pictometry, 2025. 

 
Site overview of project site.  
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Existing site context: Richard A. Tucker Memorial Library and Southside Aquatics Center. 

 
IX. Material Information 
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Approved material palette. 

 
 

 

Proposed new ground face CMU compared to approved CMU. 
 
 

X. Elevations 
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North elevation. 

 
South elevation. 
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West elevation. 

 

 
East elevation. 
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Building section.  

 
Wall sections. 
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Floor plan. 

 

 
Color floor plan. 
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XI. Renderings 

 
Rendering of stage. 

 

 
Rendering of stage from parking lot. 
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Rendering of the rear of the stage from the parking lot. 

 

 
Rendering of the stage from the parking lot. 
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Rendering of the stage from green space. 
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XII. Concept Site Plan 

 
Site plan. 
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